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At today’s press conference, Governor Dunleavy announced his FY20 budget line item vetoes. 
Essential grants for homeless and housing assistance programs were significantly reduced 
and/or eliminated in these line item vetoes.  
 
“These cuts are targeting domestic violence victims, homeless children, low-income seniors, 
and other marginalized populations,” says Brian Wilson, Executive Director of the Alaska 
Coalition on Housing and Homelessness. “This action decimates an already greatly underfunded 
homeless service delivery system.” 
 
Jasmine Khan, Executive Director of the Anchorage Coalition to End Homelessness shared her 
worry about the impacts of these cuts in Anchorage. “Residents of Anchorage are already 
concerned about public health and safety. Slashing critical safety net services will jeopardize 
recent efforts and increase unauthorized camping.” 
 
“If a goal of the administration is to ensure public safety, cutting shelter services, food supports, 
and preventive homeless services for children, families, veterans and others from more than 50 
programs across the state does not make that happen,” says Khan. 
 
For many Alaskan communities, this budget will force most, if not all, housing and homeless 
service agencies to suspend assisting vulnerable people. In Nome, the Nome Emergency Shelter 
Team (NEST) operates the community’s only cold weather emergency shelter. NEST will close 
its doors as a result of these budget cuts; a shelter opened to reduce winter fatalities on the 
street. There have been no fatalities as a result of exposure during the winter months in the 
years NEST has been in operation. In Anchorage, 5 of the 7 shelters need to consider 

reducing capacity rapidly, potentially pushing people out into the streets. 
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FY20 Governor's Signed Budget 
(after line item vetoes) 

Program 

Legislative 
Approved 
FY20 Funding 

Governor 
Approved 
FY20 Funding 

Homeless Assistance Program (HAP) $8,150,000  $950,000  

Special Needs Housing Grant (SNHG) $3,700,000  $1,700,000  

Human Services Community 
Matching Grant (HSCMG) 

$1,387,000  $0  

Community Initiative Matching 
Grant Program (CIMGP) 

$861,700  $0  

Total $14,098,700  $2,650,000  

 
 
Attached is a list of all programs throughout Alaska receiving funding through HAP, SNHG, 
HSCMG, and CIMGP grants. 
 
Funding for these key programs can only be returned to the budget through a legislative 
override of the line item veto for each of these programs. 
 
The Alaska Coalition on Housing and Homelessness and the Anchorage Coalition to End 
Homelessness are urging all Alaskans who have family, friends, or who directly receive services 
from these affected agencies to contact their state elected officials and let them know how the 
elimination of programs will affect themselves and their communities. 
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